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Meetings and
Announcements

Portage Park

Neighborhood Association

The next meeting will be he
on August 11tH, 7:30Pm at
the Portage Park Cultur
Center,4150 N. Long.

eAssociation  support
Portage Theater discussion.

*Milwaukee/Pensacol
Development Presentation.

Attending members get
chance to win great door priz
donated by local businesses

Jefferson Park
Neighborhood Association

The next meeting will be
August 28TH, 7:30pm at the
Jefferson Park Field House

C.A.P.S. Meetings
Beat 1624 Next meeting ig

Developer to Present Condo Plans at PPNA Public Meeting
by Jerianne Garber

Construction of the condominium/retail comCommunity input is evident in several aspects
plex at Milwaukee and Pensacola is on target the project’s plans. In response to a PPNA
to begin this month, according to developeequest regarding the height of the building,
Tom LoVerde of Mega Realty, Inc. Details oMega utilized a four story design on the south
the design are scheduled for a presentationeaid of the block, which tapers down to three as
the next Portage Park Neighborhood adjoins the Klaffter building to the north.
Association’s public meeting on August 11thAnother PPNA suggestion is reflected in the
LoVerde noted that PPNA played a significarttuilding’s south corner storefront which is
role in the final plans and the design compliegesigned for leasing to a restaurant with out-
with the city’s request for pedestrian-friendlydoor seating. Additional building amenities
retail complexes. “We definitely worked withinclude an elevator, 27 indoor heated parking
(PPNA President) Adrienne O’Brien andspaces, and decorative fencing and landscap:
bs (Economic Development Committee chairjng. Another 13 ground level parking places
Ellen Stoner to get their input,” he said. will be offered off the alley behind the com-

Delko, the construction company for the Megglex for patrons of the participating retailers.
Group, expects to build 25 condominium unitdfter viewing the project’s plans, Adrienne
in the new complex, comprised of three on®'Brien commented, “I am thrilled to see this
bedroom/one bath, 19 two bedroom/two batkonderful development come to our neighbor-
and three three bedroom/two bath units. Up twod. It will not only provide us with the den-
six storefronts will also be featured at the consity in quality residential that we need in our
plex’s street level. Condo units will range froncommunity but also retail space which may be
983 square feet to 1,980 with the smallest urable to provide us with an outdoor cafe or cof-

WednesdayAugust 27TH at
Biagio's, 4242 N. Central
7:00pPMm.

Beat 1633 Next meeting |
Tuesday, August 19TH at
Merrimack Park, 6343
Irving Park at 7:00m.

Beat 1634 Next meeting ig
Thursday, August 28TH at
Belmont Craigin Library
5108 W. Belmont, at 7:06wv.

PPNA NewsVia E-Mail
If you would like to receive

prices starting in the low $200,000. “We stilfee shop, which is something many of our res-
haven’'t worked out the prices for the largestients/members have been asking for”. She
units,” LoVerde said. Construction is expectedlso said it was a pleasure working with Delko
to be completed in 14 to 18 months. Construction as SEE DEVELOPMENT PAGE 3

La Pefia Owners’ Business Thrives on Successful Mix of Family, Friends

by Mark W. Anderson

Some people, it seems, just know how to fatkean the food is how the restaurant came to be,
up to life’s challenges and come out on top. who works in it, and what it has come to mean

One of those people would have to be Jainf@ the Castillo family.
Fidel Castillo, proprietor of Le Pefalike many immigrants in similar situations,
Restaurant right here in Portage Park. Mdaime came from his hometown in the central

this newsletter in PD
format send arequest t
ppna_board@hotmail.com

PPNA On-Line

Log-on to for the most cu
rent info from the PPNA

www.portage-park.org

Look Inside!

Parents Coffee informati
can now be found on t
bulletin board on page 5.

Castillo, along with his wife, Maria, has notegion of Ecuador to Chicago because he had
only made a go of opening a restaurant with ansister here. At the time of his arrival in 1992,
exotic theme on what was once a desolate dimhen he was 27 years old, Chicago had a
ing stretch of Milwaukee, but has done ssmall Ecuadorian community, not like the
while rehabbing the building the business 00,000 or so of his countrymen who now
located in, raising a family with some speciakside here. Upon arrival, he started working
challenges, and learning how to cook for lis way up the ladder in any job he could find:
hundred people at a time. cleaning restaurants, parking cars, bussing

The restaurant, located at 4212 N. Milwaukeg2Ples. Soon, however, he got a job as a bus
has garnered rave reviews in such publicatioR8Y around the time the Red Head Piano bar
as the Chicago Reader and the Chica@pened on Ontario Streetin 1993. Showing his
Tribune, and draws customers from around tReilities, he quickly became involved in other
city. But what may be even more inspiringSPECts of running thege LA PENA PAGE 2




Theatre Operators Look to Overcome LA PENA business, such as settingrue at last. That evening’s celebra:

; up the bar, hiring the help, and picktion lasted long into the night,
Obstacles to Opening ing out the furniture, and laterdespite the next morning’s sched-
by Mark W. Anderson moved up to full-time manager.  uled opening time of 11:00 AM.

The new operators of the Portage Theater aren't|¢pespite his training as an engineeWhen they got to the restaurant hal
ing up just yet, despite running into a number in his home country, Jaime had hign hour before open, however, thert
obstacles that look to threaten their plans for theieyes set on opening a restauralf{¢'e¢ €ven more people waiting on
year old property. Problems with zoning, city peaimost from the time he came to th&he sidewalk and not enough time tc
mits, and larger than expected costs have alreU.S. By 1993, the plan for a restauPrepare all the things they needed t
delayed the theatre’s opening once and look to carant — and a new family - started td€€d them. “That was the only time
problems for the immediate future. take shape. At a party thrown by hig S&w my wife ready to quit” Jaime
: sister in 1993, Jaime met his futur&2yS, shaking his head. “We learne
The property, located at 4050 N. Milwaukee Aye>" oI Ve . iah d han hal
wife Maria, who lived in Portage "ght away you need more than hal
was taken over by a new management team e A, h d f
: - . ~f'Park. Maria was a foster parent to 81 Nour a day to prepare for your
this summer after a failed attempt to turn it mt)youn'g boy who had been born IoreQustomers."
_schooé.f?rl the recordlcr;g at;E?' Thel nev]l/ ot[r)]erl mature and then abandoned at tHBut, judging from the success of Le
IMME lal edY annﬁ!f(r;ce : ar?] iious plans 0; Ie ‘hospital. Jaime and Maria startinPefia today, the Castillos learnec
tion, including children's theatre, a mix of claspiyating with Jaime letting Maria intheir lesson well. More important to
and second-run movies, and marionette prOdUCtC,on his life’s ambition. She, mean-Jaime and Maria, though, are the
among other events. An opening date of July 2'yhile, let him in on her desire toimportance of making time for fam-
was announced, cq‘mplete with an expe(ited shoWadopt the child she had been cariny despite their busy schedule. As ¢
of the classic film “Gone with the Wind”, but thafor, who was soon to reach the aggoung African-American boy of
date was pushed back. Another opening date |swhen he would require adoption onine in a family of Ecuadorians,
expected for at least two months. resettlement. Putting the piecedlalcom faces a number of difficult
Paul Warshauer, general manger of the theptogether, they married, and broughthallenges on top of the hyperactiv-
points to issues such as lapsed zoning, expired ptheir son, Malcolm, into the family. ity that comes as a result of beinc

ness licenses, and needed repairs to the air cpAnd then it was time to get thePOrn premature. But Jaime and
tioning system as playing a big role in pushing barestaurant going. After looking atMaria make sure he has the time an
the opening date. “Technically, the building had|iover a hundred different buildingsatténtion he deserves despite the
zoning,” Warshauer said, “because the zoning dg<as possible restaurant locations, theyHSY ichedgll'es. G_rlac% nr?w four, i
nation had been allowed to lapse. So the zoning|\settled on a four-unit apartmen brllg t, smi mglglr who has Oll)v"
bad, but we got it fixed. Now we can move opbuilding on Milwaukee. However, OUsly grown close fto her older
other things, like the business license.” rehabbing the building’s run-downProther, running and laughing in the

apartments, turning the medical€staurant with him before it opens.
Such problems don’t mean, however, that progft jinic on th’e ground floor into a For his part, Jaime counts his bless

isn't being made. Terry Boyke, an aide to 45th We,astaurant space, and finding th&9S, and his eyes open wide at th
Alderman Patrick Levar, has been working with tthecessary moneg/ proved a chaghance to talk about his family and
operators to meet the requirements of the city, ahjenge. Selling their homes and doingis life.

new opening date of October 1st is currently schimych of the work themselves, Jaimé& love talking about this stuff,” he
uled. As well, progress is being made on the insideand Maria, (who was pregnant withsays. “I realize | am very lucky, but
the theatre, as seats in the smaller of the two scf¢their daughter, Grace, by this time)| also know how much hard work
ing rooms have been steam-cleaned, lighting|Imoved into the building and startedve’ve put into it. We've achieved
been replaced, and years of neglect is starting {ctearing it apart by hand. Calling on aur goals.” As such, their schedule
washed away. An architectural firm has reportgcwide range of friends and fellowhas slowed down a bit of late. “My
been selected do the restoration and build-out of immigrants Jaime had helped gewife, she does the accounting now
theater, a contract has been signed with the Chigjobs in the past, including architectswhich makes it a little easier on her,
Kids Company theater group to occupy one of|tplumbers, and eIectri(_:ians, theys_lnd helps make sure we alw_ays hav
proposed spaces, and the air conditioning has pslowly turned the place into exactlytime for our children.” And if they
fixed. Meanwhile, the popcorn machine is bejrwhat they needed. don't, he says, there’s always some
replaced, while the film cases containing “Gone WiTo keep costs down, and becaus¥€ in the extended family to help
the Wind”, direct from the Warner Brothers, wait|tshe was such a good cook, MariQut.
be opened. was chosen to handle the cookingVvhich they may need, since Jaime
But beyond the legal requirements of the jjduties. Realizing the size of the tasknentions they’re looking to open
whether or not Portage Park residents will see a ﬂahead of her, she brought her mottanother Iogatlon somewhere in
' s - er to Chicago from Ecuador to helBucktown. “One more, and then
on the theaters’ big screen any time soon depe o d Jai t fessiofhat's it h t all that
lot on money. Mr. Warshauer is, in part, turnin ef, and Jaime got some professiofinat s 1, Ne says, not all that con-
/ . ; : al chef friends to help design thevincingly. “One more, and then it’s
the community to help him get the doors open

. " Pkitchen. Carpet laid, equipmentime to relax”.
the project off the ground. He reports that the inVejsialled. and windows washed _
i : But no matter what obstacles mighi
ment group behind the new managers has alr they were ready. stand in the way, one gets the sgns

spent more than they were expecting to, and fyt : . s
funding is currently up in the air. He has approa nely the day they opened, peopldaime and his family will meet them

a number of community groups, including were standing outside the door wait- and, in the end, succeed.

Portage Park Neighborhood Association, about w9 10 96t in- They ran out of foodthe relaxation part? Now that's a
) . that day, but the dream had turnegjtferent stor
to team up and raise fun® SEE THEATRE PAGE 3 Y.
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PPNA, Economic Development Committee Look to Survey
Community for Zoning Re-write
By Mark W. Anderson

In anticipation of community meetings slated to be held later this sumfnel.awn
the Economic Development Committee of the Portage Park Neighbor o@are
Association is planning on undertaking a series of neighborhood surjeys
designed to collect information about what kinds of residential and cpm;

mercial uses the Portage Park area currently has along it's commerci
ridors, and may need in the future.

As part of the ongoing process of re-writing the city’s Zoning Ordinarjce,
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the meetings will be held in order for city planners to get recommendatiaas

for zoning based on the current reality of land use, trends of land
change, and future vision for land use. Utilizing a series of specific zo
designations, the re-written ordinance will guide usage and develop
for retail and residential development for decades to come.

“We want to be as prepared for this process as possible” said Ellen S
Economic Development Committee chairperson. “We want to make
we’re not blindsided when the City makes its final zoning decisions.”
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In order to accomplish the survey, EDC members and volunteers exps
collect information on the types of buildings and their current use thro

out the neighborhood’s commercial corridors. After the information is ¢glour credit report
lected, the EDC then plans to work with the community to both identifyith application!

potential changes from current zoning and develop recommendatio

pCt to

@REE copy of Patrick Villalobos
(773) 205-7007

Fax (773) 427-8939

for Call for details. Rates subject to change without notification

possible future designations.

Chairperson Stoner has said that she hopes to follow similar efforts allgady Evans Financial GI'OU

made by the Old Irving Park Association (OIPA) as part of their plan to
ticipate in the zoning re-write process for their community. OIPA is ¢
rently collecting such information as business use, residential type, pa
availability, and general comments on the various residential and com
cial areas of their neighborhood.

Volunteers are needed to help in the survey process for Portage Park
residents interested in volunteering to help PPNA in collecting comm
information can contact Ms. Stoner at (773) 427-5430.

DEVELOPMENT - well as the Alderman’s Office on this project,” and not&g "
“this project gave all of us an opportunity to sit down and discuss the ¢

munity’s wishes and concerns with all parties and work out our differen
yet still achieve a wonderful end product.”

The site formerly housed a trophy manufacturer and has been vaca
many months awaiting the recently approved zoning change by the
Council. Terry Boyke, 45th Ward aldermanic aide, said at the July 14 P
meeting that expectations are that Mega Realty will be issued constru
permits by August 7th.

LoVerde said that Mega is planning a similar residential/retail compleX
Chicago’s south side. In the past, most of the company’s leasing prop
have been businesses-oriented, including industrial buildings, offices
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shopping mini-malls, such as Veteran's Square in Jefferson Park wherfeEttglisive Listing! Call Jan at 251-7433 e v fries v

Mega Group has its headquatrters.

THEATRE along with looking to arrange additional financing with a log

o

bank. Meanwhile, a group of young people from the neighborhood
were working on renovating the theatre have been laid off. A number of
vate functions are scheduled for the coming months, which may help
erate revenue, but such opportunities depend on the necessary permi

Still, Mr. Warshauer, speaking for the new operators as a whole, expr
optimism. “Although it's taking a little time to weave our way through t
city’s maze,” he said, “we are looking forward to opening. We know
neighborhood is excited about the project, and so are we.”
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Garden Clab
Updale

The next Garden Club meeting will be
Saturday August 23, at 9:30 AM. Call Gerard
773-736-3076 for location and more informatign.

Environmental Events in Chicago

Check out the link below for the Department
the Environment web site. It is full of things to
in the city dealing with the environment, rooft

o
D

Park Village Nature Center are just a few of
topics you can look into. A wealth of other en
ronment related information is also on the site

http://lwww.cityofchicago.or g/Environment/index.html

Lawn Care

Annual white grub damage will begin to show
this month as browned-out areas of turf that

Thelrving Park YMCA would liketo thank our community volunteers
for their dedication and commitment to the Irving Park YMCA!

at

of

gardens, blue bags, migratory birds and the Nprth
he

Ailish Montague
Alicia Romig
Ashely Bradshaw
Britt McClelland
Greg Bor kowski
Jackie Ramos
James Eskew
James Fox
Jennifer Salas
Jennifer Ramos
Jody Tendler
Josh Kramer
Justyna Daszczynska
Kandace L enti

Kelly Cavers

Lulu Martinez
Maggie Biel

Maria Quinones
Maureen Merrigan
Meagan Houstan
Megan Okoniewski
Michael Anselmo
Nastia Todorova
Priscilla Ramirez
Rachael Ohman
Tim Sterrett
Yesenia Garcia

It is with the continued support of volunteers- that the Irving Park YMC,

uIO”can build strong kids, strong families and strong communities.
u

is usually not cause for treatment. Pull back dgm-
aged turf and count grubs (white C-shaped lajvae
with black heads); 10 to 12 per square foot is qon-
sidered enough to treat. Recommended che
products vary in their application time. Many gfr-
deners wait until the third week of the followifyg
June to apply imidacloprid. If possible, try fo
avoid using strong insecticides if damage is lig
If treatment is necessary, apply to affected a
rather than entire lawn.

www.chicago-botanic.org

New Board Member Joins PPNA

ical

ht.
eas

Information curtesy of Chicago Botanic Gardeps.

Kevin O'Brien

Jill Arena

Terra Schott

Joe Tshulos

Neil Krus

Roger Klose

Geri Renz

Eddie & Denise Cortes
Annette Baase

Abra Huskey

back easily “like a carpet.” Grubs chew grdss\ng while we are thanking volunteers... The PPNA would like to thank
roots, resulting in turf that lifts up. Minor damape;ese people for helping out at the Independence Day Par ade!

Joanne Berg

Francie Bulger

Ledie Grimm

Sue Regan

Aaron & Christine Fleming
Scott Goedert

Gary BonikowskKi

Shelly Villalobos

Mather Cafe members

The parade was a great success due to your efforts. Thank You!!

The Portage Park Neighborhood Association
pleased to welcome our newest member of
Board of Directors: Jerianne Garber.

Jerianne, a 28 year resident of Warner Avenug
Portage Park, currently teaches photography

Wright College and holds a BA degree In

Journalism from University of Toledo and

masters degree in Photography from Colum
College. She will undertake the role of Seni
Activities Director for the organization, and als
expects to contribute her writing talents
behalf of the PPNA News (look for her article @
page 1 concerning the Milwaukee/Pensac
development).

The PPNA Board is thrilled to have Jerianne
board, and looks forward to her enthusias
energy and leadership.
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cardic strength  stratch
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pass for only $55
(Save $20!)
No long-term contracts
No registration fees
For Information, call Sherrie

(773) 282-1895

Please come to the August 11th public meetingon. & wep. 7ew, TUES. 6:30em, SAT. 9am.

N

and welcome Jerianne Garber to the PPNA

board.

SESSIONS HELD AT:
Faith United Church of Christ
5051 W. Belle Plaine

.
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Are you looking (@
for a Sittey? e
AM./,a,-,ab,e aay or evening ~ PArents coffe .
Ree_kday and weekengis) ust 21st at Kathy Maloy's
eliable ang eénergetic! Aug 5135 W. Hutchlnsa,gicome.
! ids are
Call 4 ntone ta at All pars:liirtisg a:‘:,,l:‘luf treat to share.
282-1120 please ing a friend
re welcome t0 br ing please
T estions 0f suggest'o"56585
Fozag:r Annette Baase at 725
Give-Awqy
48th Precinct ) 127 fgfn’/’ Of the book
Captan js Order of%tg ';’ZM e
Georgy Gorao . oenix
773286, all
Corr 6-4354 286-6368
Ctact him wigy,
i 1ty service issues
: 8Lth Pre.cinct boardeyg are_:
h Aaramie, Bejye Plaine @
Utchinsop Milwauke:e)

Need Childcare?
Kid’s Corner Home D:_zy Care
has immediate openings for

@ full time enrollment. We
take children from the ages

Do ,
PPNA has @ Hot . g;'e of 6 weeks to 5 years. W_e ;’e
cart and Tent availd licensed and CPR certified.

to rent for parties call Valorie at
and events. 28 2-93 26
contact Maria at

286-6368 for details.
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Free Tsrimares = Cmalirg Work ar a Reascmable Trice © Tully Tnsored

Spa Now Open!

XOX ) =iz

full service hair
Salon and Spa

salon and day spa.
Featuring a full

range of relaxing
Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm

Saturday: Zantiae facials, massages,
Sunday: 8am-2pm manicures and
773.777.9997 pedicures.

4458 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Members, post your note for free!
Call 283-9887 or send it to us at ppna_board@hotmail.com

Lerner knows your neighborhood
The Lerner Times knows Portage Park

'. - - _ For local news, local sports,
\ = i - local entertainment and local
\ EltemT : . schools, subscribe to your

‘community newspaper.

ubscribe for $16.50 a year

Lerner Call today! (847) 329-2055
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Portage Park Neighborhood Association Financial Report
Balance Sheet As of June 9th, 2003

ASSETS

LaSalle Checking Account . . ..................... $3,044.22

Total Assetsas of 12 May 2003. ... ................ $3,044.22

REVENUE April 14th to May 12th, 2003

Advertising Revenue. . . ......... ... ... . . .. $345.00

Membership Revenue. . ........................... $132.00
Parade Donations. . . . ... $1,070.00
Total Revenue. . . ... $1547.00
EXPENSES April 14th to May 12th, 2003

Newsletter Expense. . . . ... .. i $740.00
Miscellaneous Expense. . . ... . ... . . ... $30.62
Parade EXPense. . . . ... $211.00
Total EXPENSES. . . . oo $1,045.62

Why Join PPNA Today?

Because together we speak loud enough to be heard. Through this newsletter, at
of meetings with city officials, local businesses and other community groups we ha
continue to, establish a direction for our corner of Chicago. Join today or come
August 11th public meeting at Portage Park find out more about the PPNA.

Here is the door-prize winner from last months public meeting:
$25 Costco Gift Certificate - Geraldine Renz

e
ta

Name

Address

Phone E-Mail

Would you like to receive the PPNA News via e-mail? O ves
This is a [ New Membership O Renewal

| would like to help with:

O community Service O sSocial Events
0 Newsletter [0 Economic Development/Zoning
[ Newsletter Delivery O Senior Activities

[0 website Development [ children’s Activities

Membership renewals are due January 1 and expire December 31

Mail form and check to: PPNA Membership, 4105 N Leamington, Chicago IL, 60641
Make your check payable to Portage Park Neighborhood Association
Membership dues: Seniors-$6, Household-$12, Business-$20

leddanEeNewsletter

August 11TH
Public Meeting Agenda

I. Call to Order - 7:30pm

I1. President's Opening Statement

I11. Secretary's Report
Minutes of the June meeting

IV. Treasurer’s Report

V. Committee Reports
A. Garden Club

B. Seniors Club
Welcome Jerianne Garbey.
C. Children’s/Parents Coffeg
D. Economic Development
1. Portage Theater seek
PPNA support
2. Klee Building Update
E. Membership

™

ande. Traffic
thié. Guest Speaker
Delko Construction to present
plans for Milwaukee/Pensacola.
VI1I. Public Announcements
The next public meeting of;]we
neighborhood association will
be on September 8, 2003.

VII1. Old Business
IX. Open Forum

X. Door Prize Drawing

LaSalle Bank Classic Film Series

August 9 - Double Feature
The Millionaire (1931)
The Finger Points (1931)

August 16
The Miracle Woman (1931)

August 23
Flesh (1932)

August 30
Murders in the Zoo (1933)

September 6
International House (1933)

All movies start at 8pm. General
admission is $5, seniors and unde
ten years $3.

The theatre is located at 4901
W. Irving Park Road. For more
information and updates call
312-904-9442



Summer Safety Tips
Stay cool this summer when the temperatures soar!

The heat and humidity can be dangerous to anyone, especially to in
children, and older adults, or those persons who have disabilities and ¢
ic health problems.

We want you to have an enjoyable summer!

Therefore, we are providing these safety tips for your continued well-bgi

« Drink plenty of water and natural fruit juices to stay hydrated.
- Eat fruits, vegetables, and lighter meals to remain more comfortable

EVERYTHING FOR CHILDREMN
Turn yaur gantly vsad toys,
clathing & aguiptmant inte

SCASHS

Sizes 0-10
Tays, Furniture
& Accessories

FIRST
SECONDS
RESALE

= s

19 years & racaie sxpanapoe

IQQ'&E M. Milwoukee Ave.
2 blocks soulh ol Monliosse
Mon thru Sat 10-5, Fri 11-6

77 F77-2200

« Avoid caffeine and alcohol because they dehydrate the body.

» Reduce physical activity during the hottest part of the day: 10 am. to
pm.

 Always, wear a sunscreen of at least 15 SPF even on cloudy days.
» To be more comfortable, dress in loose, light colored, cotton clothing.

» Wear a wide rimmed hat or use an umbrella to protect your head an
eyes.

» Keep shades drawn and blinds closed, but windows open for ventila

» Maintain good indoor ventilation by using an oscillating fan or air
conditioner.

« If you take medications, ask your M.D. what precautions you should

Billy Caldwell
Post 806

Amencan Legion --- 5116 W. Irvmg Park
Chicago, IL 60641 - Phone: 773 — 545 - 2187

We are located right in your neighborhood !
Are you eligible to join one of the largest veterans
iorarganizations in the nation? Our Post is always
looking for new Members ! Men and women, if
you have served in any military branch of service
you may be eligible. We also have an Auxiliary.
Call, leave a message and we will get back to you.

o

take.

« If you feel nauseated, dizzy, or weak during prolonged heat exposurg

call 911. Sit or lie down to prevent fainting.
« Take frequent refreshing baths or showers to lower body temperatur

« To reduce your risk to the West Nile Virus: Use insect repellent that
contains DEET and spray sparingly on exposed skin when outdoors.

» Wear clothing that will protect your arms, legs and ankles.

 Ensure that all windows and doors have tight fitting screens without
holes.

» Make sure there is no standing water near your house resulting from
overgrown bushes, bird baths, old tires, or other items that collect wa

RUDOLPH LASS

2. Teacher of Piano, Keyboard, Organ and Voice

Lessons in your home or at
A#(Sharp) Chicago Music Studio
5320 West Lawrence Avenue

(773) 622-1688

ter.

« In Chicago, call 311 to request the locations of or transportation to a

cooling center, if you cannot cool down during a heat wave.

We hope that these safety tips are helpful for more information or assis
call Mather Info Plus at 1-888-600-2560. We've got answers. Somed
here for you.

Local Women’s Chorus Seeks New Voices

The Edge O’ Town chapter of Sweet Adelines Intl. has moved to a
rehearsal/meeting location at the Irving Park Baptist Church, 4401

Irving Park Road. This is a women’s acapella chorus with 28 mem
singing four part harmony in barbershop style. They are seeking wom:s
all ages who love to sing and have fun.

Faith United Church of Christ

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30pm

new * .

hest Comein and welcome
Y/ Pastor Thomas Corwin!

pers

en of 5051 WEST BELLE PLAINE CHICAGO IL 60641

P 773 283 8545 F 773 283 0994

Those who appreciate music as audience members are reminded that

T

rehearsals are open to guests. If you would like to visit, meetings are
every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m.

oh 4000 househy

Their annual show will be at the new performing arts center at St. Patn
High School on December 7th at 2:00 p.m. For more information call 7
777-5408

Gel involved in YOUR neighborfood!

Join 1he PPNA today and make a difference.

h/dﬁ

each month/




Authentic Ecuadorian Cuisine in a Relaxing Atmosphere

LA PENA

|

|

|

|

I steaks = seafood = live music = full bar
I Coupon good for

: one FREE appetizer or drink.

|

|

|

Tues. & Weds. 11a.m. to 11p.m.
Thurs.-Sun. 11a.m. to 2a.m.
4212 N Milwaukee Ave., Chicago

773.545.7022
L www.lapenachicago.com

" handball ¥ swimming % Commit to be Fit ¥ racketball

There's aY in every community

and a community in every

Irving Park YMCA
4251 W. Irving Park Road
(773) 777-7500

Bring this ad in for one free guest pass!

« youth =# wellness =# community «#

" aerobics W cardio ¥ 'Mazing Kids ¥ basketball % camps

Gale Street Inn

Since 1963

4914 N Milwaukee (Plenty of Free Parking in TFC Bank Lot)

Dine-In (773) 725-1300 Carry-Outr

Bark Out Loud

Dng Grooming and Pet Supplies

5232 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, llinois 60647
{Irving Park & Laramie)

Call for an appointment
(7T73) 427 - 0855

$5 Off Grooming with this Coupon

(all breeds, first time customers only)

/ Good Food. Good Drink. Good Social. \

|

O]
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4005 MOHTH CHCERD AVENLE CHICAGD, IL 60841 773 545 TATT
CHICAGOS LARCEST MALAZINE SELECTICN

PIM T ARTIL |1 PR T WS o R

W TR AL D0

= A|lwey = soied Aepyliig =# Suso) =

FROM THE EDITOR

I have lived in the this area for over 8 years. Not as long as some, but
long enough to have noticed some things both good and not so good
about the neighborhood. | have been involved in the community since
buying my first house on Grace Street. From cleaning up with the Clean
& Green, to attending community and CAPS meetings, to walking door to
door with my two children to deliver this newsletter each month.

Since being invited to become a board member of the PPNA almost three
years ago and taking over the publication of The PPNA News, | have met
residents, business owners and public officials. Some have impressed
me to no end and some leave me wanting. | have seen the area prosper
in many ways and decline in others.

The PPNA has, in a relatively short time, become one way for the com-
munity to begin to guild its own destiny. And this newsletter has been a
big part of that empowerment. But, there is much more to do.

Every month 4000 copies of this newsletter are sorted and distributed to
some 50 volunteers who deliver them door-to-door. The production is
paid for by local businesses in the form of advertising revenue and the
content is written, collected and organized by even more volunteers. It is
a true community effort that gets this into your hands every month.

What is missing in these pages is the voice of that community. This is
something the PPNA would like to change starting with this issue. Every
month we will reserve space to print your thoughts, issues, praise, and
concerns about life in Portage Park. We are calling it “Have You
Noticed???”

This first column is straight from me, John Arena, and no one else. So
now you know who to complain to if you don’t like what you read or buy
a beer for if you do.

Have you noticed anything that needs more noticing? Send it to
haveyounoticed@hotmail.com and each month we’ll all compare notes.

-- John Arena

Have You Noticed???

There has not been an announcement from the Chicago Department of
Planning and Development (DPD) concerning the Klee Buildin
Redevelopment plan. Word is that there have been some persc
changes at the DPD. This could be contributing to the delay. But if it
because they can't decide which of the two massive, overbearing, c
ventional “retail” proposals would create the most traffic jams at Six
Corners, then they should take my advice and go with the pedestr
friendly Klee Arts Center proposal. Hey, if it works down the road a
Milwaukee and Pensacola why not at Six-Corners where the stores n
a little more foot traffic and a lot less auto traffic?

The eyesore of abuilding at 4939 W. Irving Park Road (the long closed autc
parts store), which is owned by the bank to the east, is a little bit less
an eyesore these days. Shortly after VP Villalobos made some inqui
about the owners intentions for the property they spruced it up. Well i
a start, but | would like to see some bigger thinking from a business wi
such a high profile in the area. A development in that location would t
a nice match to the Klee, which is going to happen any time now. RigF

A recent articlein the Nadig Press (July 30th) letting us know that Milwaukee
Avenue is all torn up. Thank goodness they straightened me out on the
thought someone put square wheels on my car, and all those big rigs w
gearing up for a heavy equipment operators reunion. I'm no chef, but ne
is best served warm.

The Portage Park Neighborhood Association News is a publication of the HPN,
PPNA Board Members are:
Adrienne O'Brien - President
Gerard Staniszewski - Garden Club
John Arena - Communications

Phil Kinsella - Treasurer Beth Kinsella - Membership

Mark Anderson - Director at Large Jerianne Garber - Seniors Committee
For more information about the PPNA and/or the PPNA News, e-mail us at:

E-mail atppna_board@hotmail.com. On-line atwww.portage-park.org

Patrick Villalobos - Vice President
Ellen Stoner - Economic Development
Maria Pollock - Secretary




